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Infection control cycle  
Safe processes 

•	� Central cleaning and reprocessing of all 
delivered containers, instruments, etc.

•	 Sterilisation

•	� Storage/return to nursing ward

•	� Accumulation of contaminated 
instruments and containers

•	� Accumulation of used and 
contaminated care utensils.  
(e.g.: bedpans, urine bottles, 
commode buckets, wash bowls, 
flower vases)

•	� Specified contaminated parts 
placed in disinfectant solution

•	 �Individual instruments and 
parts placed in strainer basket, 
then washed, disinfected and 
dried

•	� Care utensils emptied, washed, 
disinfected and dried in a 
self-contained process

•	� Storage of washed and 
disinfected care utensils until 
they are reused

•	� Storage of the washed and 
sterilised parts until they are 
reused

Patient´s 
room

Clean  
utility room

Dirty  
utility room

Legend:
Short infection 
control cycle

Extended infection 
control cycle

Washed and disinfected parts sent to central 
sterilisation unit/reprocessing centre

Cleaned and disinfected/sterilised parts sent to 
nursing ward/temporary storage5

4Contaminated parts sent to the dirty utility 
room

Reprocessed and disinfected parts sent to 
temporary storage

Disinfected/sterilised parts sent to patient 
room/reuse
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